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2024–2025 Season Highlights 

The 2024–2025 season marked a transformative period for the club, defined by 
expansion, innovation, and a series of exciting firsts. A standout feature was our 
predominantly female-led board, whose leadership delivered outstanding results 
across all areas. 

We proudly welcomed our first Youth Officer, Jenine O'Brien, and celebrated Jack 
O'Brien as our inaugural Junior Captain. The club also hosted its first Senior 
Presentation windup event at The Common and Anthea Redding was honoured as our 
very first Club Person of the Year. We recognised the club's inaugural founders Cameron 
and Charlie O’Beirn, along with a former President Aaron McRae, who oversaw the 
reestablishment of the club over the last five years, with life membership medals. 

Our Nippers program saw strong consolidation in numbers, with several members 
competing at both regional and state levels. Notably, Jack O'Brien, Isaac Ahola, and Leo 
Pancia became the first juniors to progress through the club’s development pathway. 
Both Jack and Isaac represented the club at SLSWA Rookie Lifeguard camp, where Isaac 
was successful in making the top 10.  The boys provided water safety at local tourism-
based events and contributed significantly on Nipper days. Leo also patrolled on the 
Central Coast in NSW over Christmas whilst visiting family and was presented with the 
Cadet Medal at the end of the season. Looking ahead, Isaac and Leo are aiming to gain 
their IRB crewmen’s, and these boys are eager to develop their IRB racing skills in the 
upcoming season. 

In January, Garry Williams launched an RWC training program with four Margaret River 
members and two Smiths Beach member, while Phil Green began his journey as an 
RWC trainer. This initiative led to the qualification of four members and strengthened 
our Incident Response Team. 

A major milestone was the completion of our shed extension, which was much needed 
given our gear was spread across Margaret River. Thanks to local MLA Jane Kelsbie, we 
also secured funding for a large, lockable aluminium trailer—an asset that will greatly 
benefit us in future seasons. 

Phil Green joined the club at the start of the season, bringing extensive experience and 
valuable networks from City Beach SLSC. His contributions to our Incident Response 



capabilities, and his community engagement have been instrumental in our progress 
toward integrating surf lifesaving services more deeply into the local area. 

Anthea Redding and DJ Cook were pillars of strength throughout the season, stepping 
up when our new Nippers Coordinator left the club. Anthea earned the Club Person of 
the Year award, while DJ was awarded a 30-year pin from SLSA. Both also achieved their 
RWC Operator qualifications and played key roles in multiple training courses, 
delivering excellent outcomes. 

Marcela Garrido took over the Media role and created vibrant, engaging content 
throughout the season. Her posts gained significant traction, with many featured across 
SLSWA’s social media platforms. 

Financially, Jessica Johnson has been our cornerstone, ensuring the club maintains a 
healthy bank balance as we continue to grow. 

This season has seen the emergence of a strong senior section, the consolidation of our 
Nippers program, and the advancement of Youth development. We also undertook a 
major strategic planning initiative that will guide the club’s direction over the next five 
years. We are incredibly fortunate to have a dynamic and visionary board that continues 
to drive progress across all facets of our lifesaving mission. 
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